<$ ) 



WMMP9 



THE 



PREFACE 



• 




£/£ Philofophical Tranfa&ions, (leguntobe Pub- 
li[bed by that indefatigably diligent Promoter vf Lear- 
ned Correspondence, Mr. Oldenbtirgh, the fir ft who 

attempted any thing of this Nature) having been Ef- 
ficiently known to the Curious, and always acceptable to the Lear- 
ned , when due care has been taken in the choice of the Colleili- 
ens fo recommended to the inquifitive and intelligent Reader; a 
long Preface muft appear wholly unnece(fary< 

However, it may not be amifs to inform the Learned and In- 
genious, of fome Particulars of the prefent Pullifhers Defign : 
Which is ; 

Firft, To prefent the Pub lick with fuch jhort Traffs, as might 
otherwife be loft to Pofterity, if printed' in fngk Sheets or ■Pam- 
phlet j. 

Secondly, To give the Extracts, for the moft part> of the 
Material, omitting the Preambles and Conclufions, and the ujelefs 
parts of fuch Letters as Corrcfpondents fa all pleafe to honour him 
with, relating to the Improvement of Natural Philofophy, Ma~ 
thematicks, or Mechanichs. 

Thirdly, To give an ex aft account of fuch Experiments, as 
having been made before the Tduflricus Royal Society, 
sky fhall pleaje to order or permit the Publication of 

Fourthly, 
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Fourthly, 7^ ^/w, ^ Opportunity offers, the AbflraUs cr 
Accounts of fuch Books, relating to the Ends of the Royal So- 
ciety'/ Inflitution y as the Authors jhall pleafe to communicate 
themf elves ; which (hall be diflinguijhed from others : or of fuch 
as are with difficult j to he procured in England, or extraordina- 
ry in their kind; -upon which there fhall fome times he added [owe 
Remarks. 

To this Undertaking the Publifber invites and defires all real 
Covers of Knowledge to contribute their Affiftance, by communi- 
cating their Observations, Difcoveries, y or Inventions; which 
fhall not only be faithfully and duly Puhlifhed, with due Acknow- 
ledgment; but fome Returns made them, by Informations of what 
Jhall be thought acceptable to the Gentlemen, who Jhall think fit to 
entertain a Philofophical Correspondence : Who are defired, in 
any TraB or Difcourfe they fiall fo communicate, to omit all Per* 
fonal Reflections; for if fuch fwuld happen to be inferted, the 
Publisher full take the liberty of leaving them out; it being his 
Opinion, that Difputes on Philofophical Subjects, may be mana-* 
ged with the utmoft Candor, Refpefit and Friendjl)ip by the Dif 
futants, whofe only Aim ought to be the Search cf Truth. 

The Gentlemen willing to encourage this Undertaking, are de- 
fired to direct their Letters, To be left at the Royal SocietyV 
Hou[e t in Crane-Court, in Fleetftreet, London, for the Secre- 
tary of the ROYAL SOCIETY. 
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